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INTRODUCTION 


The high price that movie theaters charge for a 
ticket sucks. Each year it seems the price for a ticket 
increases while the quality of the movies continually 
decreases. There was a time when I would pay that 
outrageous ticket price, watch the movie, then leave 
the theater feeling like I just wasted my money. Each 
time I paid that $7.50 for a ticket, I was taking a 
gamble, and usually lost. Going to the movies was no 
longer fun. I would sit in the theater thinking about 
the money spent, instead of relaxing and having a 
good time. 

Then one night, after wasting my money on one of 
those multi-million-dollar-blockbuster movies, I vowed 
that until the studios started making movies worth 
spending seven dollars and fifty cents to see, I would 
never pay full price again. So I began to seek out 
ways to beat the high cost of movie tickets and still 
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see movies at a theater. I decided to become more 
selective about what I would see. I even started to 
listen to the movie critics; that was a mistake. Usu- 
ally after I saw a movie they recommended, I would 
leave the theater angry at myself for listening to 
them and once again wasting my money. Then I 
thought, "Hey, if the critics get to see the movies for 
free, why can't I?" And so began my career of sneak- 
ing into movies. 

The first few times I tried sneaking in I was 
caught. But each time I was caught, I would retrace 
my steps and figure out where I went wrong. I 
started to notice that the more I sneaked in, the eas- 
ier it became. 

Then one day, as I was walking past a movie 
theater, I noticed some kids hanging out by the exit 
doors. It was obvious to anyone passing that these 
kids were going to try to sneak in. I decided to sit 
down and watch. Finally, the moment they were 
waiting for came: the doors opened. The group of kids 
pushed their way past the people exiting, through the 
doors, and into the theater. For some reason I had a 
feeling that it wouldn't be long before I would see 
those kids again, so I remained seated. Well, not 
more than a minute later, the doors opened and out 
they came followed by several employees of the thea- 
ter. I laughed to myself and thought, "Those fools. 
With all the mistakes they were making I'm surprised 
they weren't caught sooner. Man, someone should 
write a book on how to sneak into movies without 
being caught. Hey, why not me?" 

I thought it was a fun idea so I mentioned it to a 
few friends. I was surprised to find how seriously they 
disapproved of the idea. Their common criticism was 
that they feared that theater security would be tight- 
ened and it might even "put an end to sneaking in." 


Introduction 


For awhile I agreed with them, but then I thought, 
"The people who run the theaters already know how 
people sneak in. I'm not telling them anything new. 
Plus, the owners will be relying on their employees to 
take the time out of their busy schedules to actually 
read this book. Fact: Most theater employees would 
rather sit down and watch a two hour movie version 
of a book instead of taking a week to read it." 

So, with that in mind, I started to write. I want to 
clarify that I did not write this book with the intent 
that it would be used as a criminal guide for juvenile 
delinquents. Instead, I wrote it as a way to fight 
back against the studios for the trash they continually 
release and expect us to accept. Until the studios 
start making movies worth that high ticket price, 
there's no reason anyone should pay it. So, in addition 
to sneaking in, I have also included a few chapters on 
other ways to beat the high cost of movie tickets, 
ways to get the ticket for as little as a dollar or even 
to be paid to go to the movies. So have fun, save 
money, and keep in mind that sneaking in is "sort of 
illegal... so be smart. 

There are many ways to beat the high cost of 
movie tickets. The most common are: 


1. Sneaking in 

2. Matinee and Twilight Screenings 

3. Second-run Theaters (Dollar Houses) 
4. Renting A Video 


All of these ways (except Renting A Video) offer you 
the opportunity to see movies at a theater, without 
paying full price. Once you have become fully aware 
of the many different, easy ways to beat the high cost 
of movie tickets, you will wonder why you ever paid 
full price. 
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Throughout this book, I will illustrate the ideas 
using real-life examples of how to sneak into the 
movies. These "case histories" are based on theaters 
in Chicago and Los Angeles, where I have had the 
most experience. I'll tell you the security strengths 
and weaknesses for each of these theaters, any special 
tips, and rate each one on a Degree of Difficulty scale 


from one * (the easiest) to five ********** (the hardest). 
An example is shown below. 

I'm not encouraging you to sneak into these thea- 
ters. I'm just trying to show you how every theater 
has its own peculiar features which make it easy or 
hard to sneak in. These sidebars are meant to stimu- 
late your thinking about how to apply the ideas in my 
book. 


Chicane, Illinois 
Degree of Difficulty: 1 * 


This theater is a dream come true for those who sneak in. It has 
many auditoriums showing many different movies and is always 
crowded. Best of all, every method works there. The auditoriums are 
all located down one long hallway. At the front of the hallway is a gi- 
ant lobby which separates the ticket taker from the concession stand. 
This huge lobby makes it easy to blend in with the crowds. An easy 
way to enter the theater is to use the door that connects the parking 
structure to the lobby. People are always going in and out of the door, 
so it's simple to walk through and blend with the crowds. The only 
problem is that this door is located next to the ticket taker. On week- 
ends, the ticket taker is too busy ripping tickets to keep a constant 
eye on the door, so you shouldn't worry. One other thing to be aware 
of is that there are many security cameras located throughout the 
theater. It is nearly impossible for anyone watching the monitors to 
notice you sneaking around unless you are completely obvious. Be 
smart. 
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SNEAKING IN 


The number one way to beat the high cost of 
movies tickets and still see first run movies at a thea- 
ter, 1s to sneak in. There are four basic methods that 
can be used to sneak in. They are: 


1. Pay For One, Stay For More 

2. Desperate Emergency Approach (Bathroom Trick) 
3. In Thru The Out Door 

4. Blend In With Crowd (Adopt A Family) 


Each method has about a hundred variations. But 
no matter which variation you use, it should still fol- 
low the same structure as the method from which it 
was derived. Determining which method to use will 
depend on many factors, such as the time of day, the 
amount of people at the theater, and the method you 
are most comfortable using. 


How To Sneak Into The Movies 


In order to become really good at sneaking in you 
must first overcome the fear of doing it. The number 
one fear which prevents people from sneaking in is 
the Fear Of Being Caught. I will cover What Happens 
And What To Do When Caught later in the book. 
Once you overcome that fear, going to the movies will 
never be the same again. 


Things To Do Before Sneaking In 


Before attempting to sneak in, there are a few 
things you must do. The first and most important is 
to make a list or schedule of the movies you want to 
see. In order to make this list you must do a little 
research at home with the local newspaper movie 
listings. Using the movie listings, find the theater 
that is playing the most movies that you are inter- 
ested in seeing. The larger the theater, the better the 
chances are of sneaking in and possibly seeing more 
than one movie. The movie listings will let you know 
the movies that are playing at each theater, the time 
the movie begins, and the phone number of the thea- 
ter. Now, call the theater. Usually when you call the 
number in the paper, you will get a recorded message 
of the movies and their start times. Double check the 
start times in the paper with the start times on the 
message. At the end of the message there will be an 
additional "for more information" number. Write it 
down. This number will connect you with a theater 
employee. Call and ask the employee what the run- 
ning times are for the movies you are interested in 
seeing. The running time is the exact length of the 
film from the minute it begins to the final credits. 
Once you have that information, you will be able to 
make your schedule. 
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Often, the reason people are caught when trying 
to sneak in is that they have no idea which movies 
are ending and which are about to begin. They will 
bring unwanted attention to themselves by walking in 
and out of auditoriums that have movies already in 
progress, hoping to find a movie that is about to 
start. Having a schedule will help prevent you from 
making that mistake. 

The schedule will list the movies you want to see 
and the order in which to see them. Having both the 
start times and the running times, your list will be a 
down-to-the-minute accurate schedule of where, in the 
theater, it's safe to be. The schedule should be 
planned so that when one movie ends, the next on the 
list is just about ready to begin. The less time be- 
tween movies, the easier it will be to blend in with 
the crowds entering the different auditoriums. Any- 
thing more than fifteen minutes between each movie 
will increase your chances of being caught. Having a 
precise schedule will help raise your awareness of 
what's going on around you, build your confidence, 
and increase your chances of a successful sneak-in. If 
you feel a schedule is unnecessary, attempt sneaking 
in a few times without it, then try using it one time. 
You will definitely notice a difference. 

Before I went to the theater on one occasion, I 
decided to call and double check on the start times. It 
was a good thing that I did because I found out that 
at eight p.m. that evening the theater was having an 
"advance screening" of a movie I had been eagerly 
waiting to see. I then called the "for more informa- 
tion" number to find out the running time of that 
screening. I had intended to go to the twilight 
screening that night, so I worked out a plan to see a 
movie that would end just before the "advance 
screening" would begin. Plus, I selected an alternate 
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movie that started around eight, in case I couldn't get 
into the screening. Well, that night I not only saw the 
twilight movie and the "advance screening," I also saw 
a third movie that played after the "advance screen- 
ing" in the same auditorium. Not a bad evening for 
only three dollars and fifty cents. 


Waukegan, Illinois 


Degree of Difficulty: 2 


This is the theater where sneaking in was perfected. It has two 
sections: one section has four auditoriums, the other has eight. 
There is one ticket taker at the front of each section. As you en- 
ter the theater's lobby area, check which side is showing the 
movie you want to see. Then use any sneaking-in method to get 
past the ticket takers. There is no way to get from one section to 
the other, so try to pick the section that has the most movies you 
want to see playing in it. 


Pay Per One, Stay for Mere 


This is the most basic and easiest of the sneaking 
in methods. This method, and all other sneaking in 
methods in this book, is most effective at theaters 
that are multi-plexes. Multi-plexes are the theaters 
with more than four auditoriums. That doesn't mean 
that sneaking in won't work at theaters with only one 
or two auditoriums, but it will be more difficult. This 
method is easy to do strictly because you actually pay 
to get into the theater. Remember, if you choose to 
pay, NEVER PAY FULL PRICE. Only pay a Matinee 
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or Twilight Screening ticket price, topics which I will 
cover later in this book. 


What To Do 

If done correctly, the Pay For One, Stay For More 
method will almost never fail. Here's how it's done: 
after the movie you paid to see has ended, remain in 
your seat and watch the credits. At this time, the 
theater employees are usually standing outside the 
auditorium to clean it. After the credits have finished 
and the lights have come on, the employees waiting to 
clean will enter the auditorium and get to work. The 
employees directing people to the exit doors will move 
on to other things. So, anyone who remained watching 
the credits can walk out of the auditorium without 
being noticed by any lobby employees. 

Casually leave the auditorium and go directly to 
the bathroom. While in the bathroom, check your 
schedule and make the necessary changes in your ap- 
pearance. Later on in the book I will explain the im- 
portance of the bathroom and how to use it to your 
advantage. Now, wait until a group of people begin to 
leave the bathroom and blend in with them. Walk out 
of the bathroom and go directly to the auditorium 
that is playing the next movie on your list. On your 
way, pick up a "Movie Facts" or any other free read- 
ing material. Enter the auditorium, find a seat, and 
read or pretend to be asleep; that decision will be 
made according to the amount of people in the audi- 
torium. If there are not many people in the audito- 
rium, you may become nervous and begin to fear be- 
ing caught. Pretending to be asleep will help relax 
you. Plus, the time before the lights go down and the 
movie begins will seem to pass more quickly. If the 
auditorium is crowded, feel confident that no employ- 
ees have noticed you and your safety is assured. Just 
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relax, find a seat, read, and wait for the lights to dim. 
Once the lights are off and the previews have begun, 
that will be your sign that you have achieved a suc- 
cessful sneak-in. 


Advantages 

There are many factors that work to your advan- 
tage when using this method, the greatest being that 
you are in the theater legally. You have actually 
bought a ticket and will definitely see a movie. Of 
course, you have only paid to see a matinee or twi- 
light screening, which means that even if you're 
caught trying to sneak into more movies, you have 
seen at least one movie at a discounted price. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Degree of Difficulty: 3 *** 


This theater is multi-leveled. On the ground level is the box of- 
fice and ticket taker; the auditoriums are on the other levels. Once 
you make it past the ticket taker, the chances of being caught are 
slim. Occasionally, the "Desperate Emergency Approach" will work, 
but it's best to "Pay For One, Stay For More," This is a nice theater 
which never has large crowds. 


Another factor is the level of chaos within the 
lobby of the theater between showings. The employees 
are busy directing people to the exit doors, ripping 
tickets, cleaning the auditoriums, and tending to the 
concession stand. It is nearly impossible for the em- 
ployees to keep track of who is coming to see a movie 
or who just saw one. It then becomes easy for anyone 
to blend in with the crowds that are walking into the 
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different auditoriums. Never wear something that 
may be easy to remember or would make you look 
obviously out of place. Keep in mind that your goal is 
to be as inconspicuous as possible, so wearing things 
like bright clothes, jackets with team logos, etc., could 
lessen your chances of a successful sneak-in. 

Another advantage is that the later it gets in the 
evening, the easier it becomes to sneak around to 
more movies. Later in the evening, the managers are 
usually in the offices doing paper work, there are 
fewer employees working, and the employees that are 
still there are getting tired and are more concerned 
about going home than catching people sneaking in. 
So if you notice an opportunity to see a third movie, 
go see it. There are not many people that can handle 
three movies in one day, but if you have nothing else 
to do, this is a great way to get your money's worth. 


Disadvantages 

The fact that you actually paid to get into the 
theater is the only real disadvantage. There's always 
the chance that the movie you paid to see will suck 
and that you will get caught trying to sneak into 
more movies. Never get discouraged about being 
caught. Use it as a learning experience. The more you 
learn about the theater and the employees' routines, 
the better your chances are of sneaking around the 
next time. 


Problems You Might Encounter 

Even though all theaters are run differently, they 
do share some of the same methods of stopping people 
from sneaking around to different auditorums. The 
most common problem, or inconvenience, is the Em- 
ployee At The Auditorium Doors. This is the method 
in which an employee is standing outside the audito- 
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rium doors checking ticket stubs before letting the 
people in to see the movie. When you notice that 
happening, either buy or try to find some popcorn or 
a drink. That popcorn or drink will become a "prop." 
Now, with your prop in hand, approach the employee 
that is checking the stubs and say, "My girlfriend has 
the stubs — I just had to go buy her some popcorn." 

It's a fact: anytime a guy takes a girl to the mov- 
ies, sometime before or during the movie he will be 
sent to get her some popcorn, or a drink, or Twizzlers, 
or a napkin, or mustard, or a pretzel, or anything 
that will keep him from sitting in his seat and relax- 
ing. Most often, the employee checking the stubs is a 
guy; therefore, he will be able to relate to your story 
and will let you into the auditorium. If you are a girl, 
just walk up to the employee and say, "I was already 
in." Theater employees are always trying to "pick up 
on" the girls and never want to give a bad impression 
of themselves. They will never second guess anything 
a girl says. 


Chicago, tlinois 
Degiee of Difficulty: 2 ** 


Like the last theater, this is also multi-leveled. The only differ- 
ence is that this is bigger and attracts more people. This is a fun, 
easy theater to spend the whole day in. 


Another way to get past the employee at the audi- 
torium door is to wait until he leaves and a new em- 
ployee takes his place. Many times the first employee 
has stepped away to take care of some personal busi- 
ness and will only be gone for a couple of minutes, so 
you have to act quickly. Approach the new employee 
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and say, "I was already in. The guy that was here 
before, the one with the blond hair, said I could get 
back in." Always give a small description of the first 
employee. It will help to make your story more 
authentic and believable. Then walk past the em- 
ployee and find a seat. 

Most of the smaller auditoriums have only one en- 
trance where the employee checking ticket stubs is 
standing. But if the auditorium is big, it will have 
several entrance doors and, quite often, will still have 
only one employee checking the stubs. It's always best 
to find a way of getting into the auditorium without 
approaching the employee. Usually there will be one 
door open, where the employee will be standing; the 
other doors will be closed. At times the closed doors 
will be opened by some guy coming out of the audito- 
rium to get something for his date. When you notice 
the doors open, make sure that the employee is busy 
checking stubs, then walk in the auditorium before 
the door closes. Many times the employee will see you 
go in, but he will be too busy to stop you or will as- 
sume he has already checked your ticket. Relax, find 
a seat, and wait for the movie to begin. 

If you find you have to leave the auditorium for 
any reason, approach the employee checking the stubs 
and say, "I left my ticket in my jacket. I just want to 
be sure I can get back in without it." Since the em- 
ployee does see you in the auditorium, he will assume 
you really do have a ticket and will say it's okay. 
Once you're in the auditorium, it's usually a good idea 
to stay in. There's no reason you should risk the 
chance of not being able to get back in. 


Advice 
The best advice is always to make the first movie 
you see the movie you want to see. This holds true 


How To Sneak Into The Movies 
14 


for all the sneaking-in methods. There's always the 
chance you might not be able to sneak around the 
theater. So if you paid, make it worth your money. 

If you ever feel that the employees are watching 
and the chances of being caught are too great, just 
give up and leave the theater. It's always best to 
leave the theater on your own, without being escorted 
by employees. Remember, you did see one movie at a 
discounted price, and that's good. 


Burbank, California 
Degree of Difficulty: 3 *** (Sneaking in without paying) 
1 * (Pay for one, Stay for more) 


Fun big theater with many screens. Always packed on week- 
ends. Any sneaking in method will work, but it is incredibly easy to 
"Pay For One, Stay For More." Be aware that some of the employ- 
ees carry "walkie-talkies." So, be extra careful when sneaking in 
without paying. 


Since you are in the theater legally, take some 
time to walk around. Learn the employees' favorite 
hang-out spots, location of the unguarded doors, and 
anything else that may help you sneak around in the 
future. 

And last, always remember that having some pop- 
corn or a drink in hand will help to create the illusion 
of having recently arrived at the theater. If an em- 
ployee ever asks to see a ticket stub, just say, "I 
think I forgot it at the concession stand." The em- 
ployee will see the popcorn and drink and believe 
your story. 

As mentioned before, the PAY FOR ONE, STAY 
FOR MORE method is the easiest and most basic 
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method, primarily due to the fact that you paid to get 
into the theater. The last three methods, THE DES- 
PERATE EMERGENCY APPROACH (BATHROOM 
TRICK), IN THRU THE OUT DOOR, and BLEND IN 
WITH THE CROWD (ADOPT A FAMILY) all consist 
of sneaking into the theater without paying anything. 
If you found PAY FOR ONE, STAY FOR MORE a 
little too risky, feel free to skip over the next few 
methods and go right to the WHAT HAPPENS AND 
WHAT TO DO WHEN CAUGHT chapter. But if you 
like a challenge, like to live on the edge, then the fun 
is about to begin. 

The following methods are going to sound almost 
too easy to actually work. But they do work, almost 
every time. Keep in mind that even the simplest 
things can be done incorrectly. The primary reason 
people are caught when trying to sneak in is that 
they make dumb little mistakes. If you follow the 
structure of these methods, you should be able to 
avoid making those mistakes and greatly increase 
your chances of successfully sneaking into the movies. 

One last note: these methods work best when you 
are alone. Once mastered, these methods will allow 
you to sneak others in as well. The chapter HOW TO 
SNEAK IN WITH MORE THAN ONE PERSON will 
give you some ideas on how to do that. Until then, 
let's focus on the basics. 


The Desperate Emergency Approach 
(Bathroom Trick) 


Out of all the sneaking-in methods, this is the 
only method in which you will actually have to ap- 
proach an employee in order to sneak in. The effec- 
tiveness of this method depends on two factors: 
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1. Your acting ability 
2. The mood of the ticket taker. 


This method works best when the ticket taker is 
overwhelmed with people waiting to get into the thea- 
ter. This will actually occur on Friday or Saturday 
night. At that time the ticket taker's main concern is 
to rip tickets and let people in as quickly as possible. 
Occasionally, the Desperate Emergency Approach will 
work when the theater is not busy, but the chances of 
being caught are greater. 


What To Do 

The first thing you must do is come up with some 
sort of desperate emergency story to tell the ticket 
taker. This is the point when your acting skills will 
play a crucial part. Some examples of stories that 
have been known to work are: 


1. "Is there any way I can use your phone? My car 
won't start and I need to call for help." 

2. "I just came out of (name a movie that just ended) 
and I think I left my keys in there." 

3. "Is there any way I can use your bathroom? My 
friend will be here in a second with the tickets." 


Of course, any story that sounds like a really seri- 
ous emergency will work. For the sake of example, 
let's focus on the "is there any way I can use your 
bathroom" story. Before approaching the ticket taker, 
take a few minutes to organize the details of the 
story in your mind, and, as they say in acting class, 
get "in the moment." Once you're "in the moment," all 
the fear and anxiety you felt about sneaking in will 
be replaced with the reality of the story. If you have 
decided to use the bathroom story, there is a great 
chance that by the time you reach the ticket taker 
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you really will have to use it. That's when you know 
you're truly "in the moment." 

Once you have become "in the moment," approach 
the ticker taker. Remember, it's very important to 
remain "in the moment" the whole time, including the 
time before you reach any employees. Those few sec- 
onds before you say anything will play an important 
part in your success; your body language will be one 
of the factors used to convince the ticket taker that 
your story may be a real emergency. Never overact. 
Always be as natural as possible. If you overdo it, the 
ticket taker will see right through your story. 

Once you reach the ticket taker, in your best des- 
perate-emergency voice, begin your story. This is 
when the mood of the ticket taker will play a crucial 
part. If the ticket taker is having a good day, your 
chances of getting in without any problems are great. 
But if the ticket taker is having a bad day, your 
chances are slim. The ticket taker will ask a lot of 
questions and in the end deny you entrance. If that 
happens, get a good look at the ticket taker and walk 
away. Always try to make a mental note about this 
employee. Knowing which employees to avoid will 
greatly increase your chances of successfully sneaking 
in the next time. 

Most of the time the ticket taker will let you in 
without any questions or problems. Once the "go 
ahead" is given, be sure to ask the ticket taker where 
the bathroom is located. Asking where the bathroom, 
phone, etc., is located will give the impression that 
you have never been to this theater before and that 
you are only there because it was the nearest place to 
go for help. If you go directly to the bathroom without 
asking directions, it may cause the ticket taker to be- 
come suspicious. If that happens, another employee 
may be asked to keep an eye on you and all your 
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plans will be ruined. There are always those employ- 
ees that are trying to win "Employee of the Month" or 
get promoted up to manager and will do things like 
that. Always follow through with whatever story you 
choose, then somehow find your way into the bath- 
room. For example, if you asked to use the phone, go 
and pretend to use it, then hang up and enter the 
bathroom. In order to successfully sneak in using any 
method, you must always find a way of ending up in 
the bathroom. 

The bathroom is the safest place to be and will 
play an important part of sneaking in successfully. 
Three key things take place in the bathroom that will 
work to your advantage: 


1. Stalling for time 
2. Metamorphosis 
3. Blending in with the crowd 


Stalling! for Time. After you have entered the bath- 
room, go directly to a stall and close the door. This 
will give you a chance to "stall for time." If an em- 
ployee has been following you, he will usually give up 
his pursuit the moment you close the stall door. 
Sometimes the employee may stay in the bathroom 
for several minutes, combing his hair or washing his 
hands, trying to act like he's not following you. After 
a while the employee will get bored and leave. The 
longer you stay in the stall, the better the chances 
are that the employee will forget about you. One of 
the most common mistakes people make in the bath- 
room is that of passing time by fixing their hair or 
standing around looking confused. Entering a stall 
will keep you concealed and give you plenty of time to 
concentrate on the next thing, metamorphosis. 
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Metamorphosis. "Metamorphosis" means "a com- 
plete change of form, structure, or appearance." Thea- 
ter employees see hundreds of people per day. It's 
nearly impossible for them to remember what every 
single person looks like. At the most, the employee 
might remember a shirt, a hat, or even a hair style. 
To change your appearance slightly will transform you 
into a whole new person in the eyes of the employee. 
While in the stall, make the necessary changes: put 
on a hat, take off a jacket, do anything that will 
make your appearance different. With proper schedul- 
ing, by the time the "metamorphosis" is complete, a 
movie has ended and people are beginning to fill the 
bathroom. When you begin to hear people entering 
the bathroom, finish the metamorphosis, flush the 
toilet, and prepare to blend in with the crowd. 


Cleric! In With The Crowd. When you notice a line 
forming outside the stall door, come out of the stall 
and do anything you might naturally do: wash your 
hands, fix your hair, tuck in your shirt, etc. This will 
give you time to check whether or not any employees 
are still following you. When you feel that everything 
is safe, casually blend in with the group that is leav- 
ing the bathroom and enter the lobby. At this time, 
the lobby will be chaotic, so it should be easy to avoid 
being noticed by the ticket taker. It's a good idea to 
know which auditorium is showing the movie you 
want to see before you enter the bathroom. This will 
improve your chances of quickly blending in with the 
right crowds and avoiding looking around lost and 
confused. 


Advantages 
The greatest advantage to using this method (and 
all the following methods) is that you pay absolutely 
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nothing to see first-run movies in a theater. If you 
combine this method with the last part of "Pay For 
One, Stay For More," it is possible to spend the whole 
day at the movies for free. 


Disadvantages 

The biggest disadvantage to using this method is 
that you depend upon the ticket taker's approval be- 
fore entering the theater. If the ticket taker denies 
you entrance, then your plans of seeing a movie at 
that theater are ruined. Since contact has been made 
with an employee, it would not be a good idea to try 
using any other sneaking-in method to get in. There's 
always the chance that the ticket taker may see you 
walking around inside the theater, remember refusing 
you entrance, then have someone throw you out. As 
odd as it may seem, ticket takers will see hundreds of 
people a day but will always seem to remember the 
few to whom they deny entrance. Even resorting to 
buying a ticket is a bad idea. Buying a ticket will 
only prove to the ticket taker what he already sus- 
pected, that you were trying to sneak in. That will 
then give him the satisfaction of knowing he out- 
smarted you, and there's nothing worse than being 
outsmarted by a ticket taker. 


Problems You Might Encounter 

The most common problem is "The Ticket Taker 
That Likes To Make Things Difficult." Before letting 
you in, the ticket taker may ask you to: 


1. put your name on a list the theater uses to keep 
track of the people that enter without a ticket 
2. leave some identification with him. 


Both of these minor difficulties can be overcome 
with a little creativity. 
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If the ticket taker wants you to put your name on 
a list, NEVER WRITE YOUR REAL NAME. It is al- 
ways best to make up a name, use a friend's name, or 
use a celebrity's name; any name will work. If you 
use a famous person's name, choose someone the 
ticket taker probably wouldn't recognize and always 
use the less formal version. For instance, instead of 
writing "Frank Lloyd Wright," write "Frank Wright." 
After you sign in, the ticket taker will write the time 
you entered the theater, then leave space to put an 
out time. Don't worry about that. After about ten 
minutes the ticker taker will assume you exited a dif- 
ferent door, fill in the out time, and forget about you. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Degree of Difficulty: 3*** 


This theater has four auditoriums, three on one side and one in 
a section by itself. If you decide to sneak in here, focus on the side 
with three auditoriums. The chances of getting into the one sepa- 
rate auditorium are slim. The best way to get into that auditorium is 
by finding the one door that connects it to the others. This door is 
hooked up to an alarm system that is activated every time it is 
opened. It's not even worth your effort! In the section with three 
auditoriums, the bathrooms are located on the lower level. There 
are two sets of stairs leading down to them. One is located by the 
concession stand and the ticket taker; the other by a door that 
leads into the larger of the three auditoriums. This can help when 
sneaking from the two smaller auditoriums into the larger one. The 
best way to get in without paying is to have a receipt from the cafe, 
which is also located in the Fine Arts Building. The cafe does not 
have a bathroom, so their customers are allowed to use the thea- 
ter's, but only if they show proof (the receipt). This theater focuses 
mostly on foreign films, films by independents, and films that don't 
appeal to mainstream audiences. 
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If the ticket taker wants you to leave identifica- 
tion, just say, "My wallet was stolen the other day 
and all my LD. was in it." You never want to leave 
any form of identification, not even an old ID. Leav- 
ing any picture I.D. will help the ticket taker remem- 
ber what you looked like and make it easier to find 
you. After you tell the ticket taker you don't have 
I.D., say, "Listen, how about if I just leave my keys. 
That way you know I'll be right back. I can't leave 
without them." Remember, you're "in the moment" 
and experiencing a desperate emergency. You need to 
get into the theater to use the phone or bathroom. 
The ticket taker will then say, "All right, just leave 
your keys and come right back." Any time you plan to 
sneak in using this method, it's always a good idea to 
bring along a set of old keys. This will be a great way 
to get rid of them. Give the keys to the ticket taker, 
enter the theater, and never come back. Later that 
evening, the ticket taker will put the keys in the lost- 
and-found and forget about you. 


Advice 

The most important advice is always to stick to 
one story. Pick one desperate emergency and stay 
with it until the end. Even if you are denied entrance, 
remain "in the moment" until you are out of viewing 
distance of the ticket taker. 

When in the bathroom stall, try not to spend too 
much time inside. If you stay too long, someone 
waiting to use it may become concerned about you 
and start asking if you're okay. You never want to 
attract attention to yourself in any way. Remember, 
your goal is to blend in without being noticed by any- 
one, including those people who actually paid for a 
ticket. People who paid don't like those who sneak in. 
Quite often, when they notice someone attempting to 
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teas in, they will inform an employee and ruin all 
plans. 

One Friday night, I was looking through the L.A. 
Weekly for something to do. I noticed that the Chi- 
nese Theater was showing a couple of movies I 
wanted to see, so I decided to try to sneak in there. I 
called the theater to find out the running tunes and 
noticed that both movies would be ending around the 
same time. I also found out that one movie was 


playing, in the main auditorium, the other in the side 
audi 


torium. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Degree of Difficulty; 3 *** 


There are three auditoriums at this theater; two smaller audito- 
riums on the ground level and one big auditorium downstairs. To 
sneak from a ground level auditorium to the one downstairs is 
easy, but to sneak from downstairs up is slightly more difficult. The 
bathrooms are located on the downstairs level. This is helpful when 
sneaking in using any method. There are two sets of stairs, one at 
each end of the theater. The entrance and the ticket taker are al- 
ways set up at one of the stairways. The other stairway will have 
an employee posted next to it only when the movie playing at the 
downstairs level has ended. The employee will be there to direct 
people out of the theater and to prevent them from sneaking into 
the other two auditoriums. Call the theater first and find out which 
auditorium is showing the movie you want to see. This will help you 


decide which method to use and will increase your chances for a 
successful sneak in. 


When I arrived at the theater, I noticed the ticket 


taker at the main auditorium was busy with a crowd 
of people trying to get in. When I reached the ticket 
taker I asked him if I could use the bathroom. He 
said I should go to the other entrance and the ticket 
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taker there would let me in. Even though I knew 
where the other entrance was, I still asked how to get 
to it. When I got there the ticket taker was half 
asleep. I told him the guy at the other door said I 
could use the bathroom. He hardly looked at me, then 
waved me in. When I came out of the bathroom, the 
lobby was packed. So I blended in with the crowd and 
walked into the auditorium that was playing one of 
the movies I came to see. That was probably one of 
the easiest times I ever sneaked in. 

A friend and I had just finished a long day of 
work and were walking to our cars when we decided 
to stop at a theater to use the bathroom. This was 
before the City Walk was built, so the only bathrooms 
in the area were inside the theater. We were both 
really tired and the thought of sneaking in wasn't 
even on our minds. When we reached the ticket taker, 
we told him how we had just got off of work and 
needed to use the bathroom before the long drive 
home. My friend and I both had bags of clothes with 
us, which helped to prove that our story was true. He 
then asked us to leave some I.D. or keys with him. I 
said I didn't have any I.D. with me. My friend said 
she had keys but they were in the bottom of her bag. 
She then started to go through her bag in search of 
them. A line began to form behind us. Finally the 
ticket taker became frustrated and said, "All right, 
just go in." 

After we came out of the bathroom, my friend 
turned to me and said, "You know, we could probably 
stay and see a movie if we wanted." Neither of us had 
plans that evening, so we decided to stay. We looked 
out of place carrying bags of clothes and knew we had 
to find an auditorium quickly. We noticed people en- 
tering an auditorium, found a seat in the back, hid 
our bags, and waited. A few minutes later the lights 


as) 


went down. When the movie ended, we exited the 
back doors. On the way to our cars, my friend told me 
that was the first time she had ever sneaked in and 
she couldn't believe how easy it was. 


In Thru The Cut Door 


When someone mentions the idea of sneaking into 
the movies, this is usually the first method that 
comes to most people's minds. It is the most common 
and probably the oldest method used for sneaking in 
anywhere. But, because this method is so popular, 
most people believe they automatically know how to 
do it correctly. Remember, even the simplest things 
can be done wrong. When using this method, you can: 


1. arrive at the theater without a plan and take your 
chances, or 

2. arrive at the theater with a down-to-the-minute 
plan and greatly increase your chances of success. 


This method is most effective when large crowds of 
people are exiting the theater after a movie has 
ended. After a film ends, many people will exit the 
theater using back doors and doors not commonly 
used. In a theater showing several popular new re- 
leases, people will be exiting many different doors, 
and this will offer the best opportunity for a success- 
ful sneak in. 


What To Do 


The first and most important thing to do is to call 
the theater and find out the running times of the 
movies you want to see. This will play a major part in 
the success of this method. Having the running times 
will allow you to approximate what time people will 
begin exiting the theater and when you should arrive. 
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The best time to arrive is about ten minutes before 
the movie ends. This will allow you plenty of time to 
walk around the outside of the theater to find a door 
out of viewing distance of any employee. 

Choosing a door in the back of the theater is al- 
ways the best bet. These doors are usually unguarded 
by employees and will often lead directly into an 
auditorium. The problem with using the back doors is 
that very few people exit them, so timing and speed 
are very important. After you find a door, DO NOT 
STAND RIGHT NEXT TO IT - always stand a small 
distance away. The most common mistake people 
make is to stand next to the exit door, waiting for 
someone to open it. Standing right next to the door 
will only: 


1. announce to the world that you're planning to 
sneak in 

2. increase your chances of being noticed by an em- 
ployee, security guard, or people on their way to 
buy a ticket. 


Your goal is to be standing just far enough from the 
door so that you can casually walk over and grab it 
as it is closing, without bringing any attention to 
yourself. Once you grab the door, hold it until it al- 
most closes. Never pull open the door and immedi- 
ately walk into the theater. You can never be sure 
whether or not an employee is inside guarding the 
door. A good way to test for an employee is to hold 
the door until it almost closes. If you feel someone 
from inside of the theater pulling the door closed, you 
will know it is guarded and you will need a new plan. 
If the door remains open, that will be your sign that 
it's safe to proceed. If the door you enter leads into a 
hallway instead of an auditorium, blend in with the 
crowds and proceed into the bathroom. What to do if 
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the door leads directly into an auditorium will be cov- 
ered in the ADVANTAGES section. 

Often, you may find that the only doors to use will 
be at the front of the theater. This will make things a 
bit more challenging. You will now have to find a way 
to avoid being noticed by any employees working in 
the front of the theater and still be within distance of 
the exit doors. The best places to wait are at the side 
of the theater or across the street. When people begin 
to exit, casually walk over to the doors. Be sure to 
keep an eye on all employees within viewing distance. 
The moment you notice that all employees are busy, 
squeeze past the people exiting and enter the theater. 
This time, instead of heading to the bathroom, go di- 
rectly into the auditorium of whatever film just 
ended. This is just a precaution, in case any employ- 
ees have seen you sneak in. If an employee stops you 
as you're entering just say, "I just got out of (name of 
the movie that recently ended) and I can't find my 
keys." Always be aware of which movie has ended. It 
will help to get you out of uncomfortable situations 
with employees. 


Los Angeles, California 
Degree of Difficulty: 2 ** 


The best method to use at this theater is the "In Thru The Out 
Door." This theater has only one auditorium and will usually only 
show the big blockbuster movies. There are many exit doors 
around the theater so the chances of getting in are great. Make 
sure to call the theater and find out the ending time of the movie. 
By the time you arrive, people should be exiting the theater. The 
credits will still be rolling when you enter. So find a seat and wait 
for the next showing to begin. 
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Advantages 

When using this method, the greatest advantage 
you hope for is to enter the theater through a door 
that leads directly into an auditorium where a film is 
ending. Entering when the auditorium is dark and the 
credits are still rolling offers you two possibilities: 


1. remaining in the auditortum and watching the 
next showing of that movie, or 

2. waiting for the credits to end, then leaving that 
auditorium and seeing a different movie. 


If you choose to stay in the auditorium, find a seat 
and relax. When the lights come on, the employees 
will begin cleaning the auditorium. It's possible you 
may be the only person still in the auditorium besides 
the employees. Don't worry about that. When you no- 
tice an employee approaching the area where you are 
sitting, politely say to him, "Excuse me, I came a lit- 
tle late and missed the beginning. Is it all right if I 
stay to see what I missed?" The employee may then 
ask to see your ticket stub. Since you don't have one, 
i's best to say, "I was just looking for it. I was in 
such a hurry to get here that I must have dropped it 
on the way." Since the employee does see you sitting 
in the auditorium as the movie is ending, he will as- 
sume your story is true and let you stay. Now, if any 
other employees question you, all you have to say is, 
"The employee over there knows I was already in." 
That employee will then go and verify your story. 
Once your story is confirmed, the employees will fin- 
ish cleaning and leave the auditorium. A few minutes 
later, the people who paid for a ticket will begin to 
enter. That will be the sign of a successful sneak-in. 

If you enter the auditortum but decide that you 
want to see a different movie, just follow the struc- 
ture of the "Pay For One, Stay For More" method. If 
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you find that the movie you came to see is playing in 
an auditorium that is too difficult to reach, look 
around and note what films are showing near you. 
Then check your schedule for the start times of these 
movies. If a movie is beginning within ten to fifteen 
minutes, and you are interested in seeing it, go to 
that auditorium. But if you find that there is a great 
amount of time before any of those movies begin, go 
back to your original auditorium. When the movie in 
that auditorium begins, watch a bit of it to pass some 
time, then leave and go directly to the auditorium 
that is showing the movie you want to see. 


Disadvantages 

The major disadvantage is the possibility that the 
only doors to use are at the front of the theater. Since 
the front of the theater is the area where the major- 
ity of employees work, the chances of someone notic- 
ing you are greatly increased. Many times, when us- 
ing the front doors, people will bring unwanted atten- 
tion to themselves by trying to push their way past 
the large crowd exiting. If you must use the front 
doors, always let the crowd thin out a little before 
trying to sneak in. This will make it easier for you to 
pass through the doors without bringing attention to 
yourself. 


Problems you Might Encounter 

The most common problem you may encounter is 
the "Employee At The Exit Doors." The theater own- 
ers realize that this is the most popular method used 
for sneaking in. In order to fight back, the owners 
will place employees at the main exit doors when a 
film ends. This helps to direct people out of the thea- 
ter, stops people from sneaking into more movies, and 
keeps people from coming "In Thru The Out Door." 
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The only way to know if a theater has employees 
guarding these doors is to have been in the theater 
before. This is why it is very important to note how 
many employees run the theaters every time you're 
inside. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Degree of Difficulty: 1 * 


This theater is a dream come true for those who sneak in. It has 
many auditoriums showing many different movies and is always 
crowded. Best of all, every method works there. The auditoriums 
are all located down one long hallway. At the front of the hallway is 
a giant lobby which separates the ticket taker from the concession 
stand. This huge lobby makes it easy to blend in with the crowds. 
An easy way to enter the theater is to use the door that connects 
the parking structure to the lobby. People are always going in and 
out of that door, so it's simple to walk through and blend with the 
crowds. The only problem is that this door is located next to the 
ticket taker. On weekends, the ticket taker is too busy ripping tick- 
ets to keep a constant eye on the door, so you shouldn't worry. 
One other thing to be aware of is that there are many security cam- 
eras located throughout the theater. It is nearly impossible for any- 
one watching the monitors to notice you sneaking around unless 
you are completely obvious. Be smart. 


Another problem is the "Helpful Employee." If an 
employee has seen you sneaking in and you've used 
the "I can't find my keys" story, often that employee 
will volunteer his services to help you find them. The 
employee will then walk with you to the auditorium 
and ask a lot of questions, such as, "Where were you 
sitting?", "What does the key chain look like?", "Are 
you sure you had them with you?" After a few min- 
utes of looking around, you should pretend to find 
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them. Then the employee will escort you to the exit 
doors and ruin all plans of sneaking in. 

Not all of the problems you may encounter will be 
caused by an employee. Many times, the people exit- 
ing the back doors will notice you on your way to 
grab the door. Those people will then purposefully 
close the door before you reach it. If that happens you 
can either find another door or wait at the original 
door and hope someone else will be exiting. But, for 
the most part, your plans of using this method to 
sneak in may be temporarily ruined. 


Advice 

If you ever enter through an out door and imme- 
diately encounter an employee, look at him and smile, 
then turn around and walk out. At that point both 
you and the employee know what is going on and 
there is no use in trying to make up a story. Never 
get discouraged when something like that happens. 
See the humor in the situation and remember never 
to use that door again. 


Blend In With Crowd 
(Adopt A Family) 


Of all the sneaking in methods in this book, the 
"Blend In With Crowd" is the most challenging. Even 
though the possibility of success is slim and depends 
on a great deal of luck, there are times when it can 
be used effectively. This method works best on open- 
ing nights when groups of friends and families are 
likely to go to the movies. The effectiveness of this 
method depends on how well you are able to blend in 
with the group of friends and family, without anyone 
suspecting you don't belong. 
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WhatTo Do 


Your primary focus from the moment you arrive at 
the theater is to observe whether or not the ticket 
taker is counting every ticket when large groups ap- 
proach him. Many times, when a large group or fam- 
ily approach the ticket taker, one person in the group 
will hand all the tickets to the employee. The ticket 
taker will take the stack of tickets, rip them all at 
once without counting them, then give the stubs to 
that person. He will then let anyone that looks like 
they belong to the group into the theater, assuming 
that everyone had bought a ticket. Your goal is to be- 
come part of that group. 

First, find a safe place outside the theater to wait 
for a group of friends or family to arrive that you feel 
will be easy to blend in with. When you find a group 
about to enter the theater and one person is holding 
all the tickets, casually walk over and join them. Try 
to stand close enough to the group to look like you 
are part of it, without being noticed by any of the 
group's members. Be sure to keep an eye on the 
ticket taker when the tickets are handed to him. If he 
counts the tickets, quickly make up a "Desperate 
Emergency" story and get "in the moment." But, if he 
rips the tickets without counting them, walk past the 
ticket taker with the group and enter the theater. 
Hang around the group for a few minutes, then sepa- 
rate yourself and find the bathroom. In the bathroom, 
make the necessary changes, then go to the movie 
you came to see. 


Advantages 

The number one advantage is the "Ticket Taker 
Who Never Counts The Tickets." Usually the ticket 
taker will start the day counting tickets, but if large 
groups continuously come in he will tire of it and be- 
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gin to rip all the tickets at once. When that happens, 
the chances of using this method successfully will 
greatly increase and it's up to you to find a group and 
blend in. 

Another advantage is how easily you can switch 
into the "Desperate Emergency Approach." If the 
ticket taker counts the tickets, or realizes you're not 
with the group, any desperate emergency story should 
work to get you into the theater. Usually the ticket 
taker will be too busy to question whether or not your 
story is true and will just let you in. 


Chicane, Illinois 
of Difficulty: 3 *** 


This theater is located on the lower level of a department store. 
The escalators lead directly down to the box office. There's a 
chance that the employee working there may notice you coming 
down. Once you reach the bottom, go to the pay phones and pre- 
tend to make a call. When people begin exiting the theater, use the 
"In Thru The Out Door" method. The exit doors by the pay phones 
lead into the bathroom area. Once in, blending in with the crowds 


Disadvantages/Problems You Might En- 
counter 

The disadvantages and problems you might en- 
counter are very similar when using this method. The 
most common problem occurs when members of the 
group or family notice you trying to blend in. After 
the tickets have been ripped and the group is enter- 
ing the theater, the leader (person with the tickets) 
may notice you and say to the ticket taker, "He's not 
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with us." Pretend you didn't hear that and quickly 
switch into the "Desperate Emergency Approach." 

This method depends greatly on the ticket taker 
not counting the tickets, and finding a group to blend 
in with. If either one does not occur, it would be best 
to try using one of the other methods to sneak in. 


Advice 

Only use this method if you are sure it can be 
done successfully. This is a true challenge and the 
chances of being caught are great. It works, but only 
on occasion. 

When the tickets have been ripped and the group 
is entering the theater, never look at the ticket taker 
as you pass by. Always try to look at the concession 
stand, or the auditorium playing the movie you came 
to see, or even pretend that you're listening to a con- 
versation that is taking place in the group. The 
slightest eye contact with the ticket taker could raise 
his suspicions and give away your whole plan. 

The sooner you find a group to blend in with, the 
better are your chances of sneaking in. If you find a 
group right away, it will appear that you were with 
them the whole time. Standing around by yourself for 
longer than ten minutes may begin to look a bit sus- 
picious and decrease your chances of blending hi with 
a group inconspicuously. 

Recently, I was walking down Hollywood Boule- 
vard and noticed that one of the theaters was having 
a premier of an eagerly awaited movie. I thought it 
might be a fun challenge to try to sneak into it. The 
front was packed with photographers, reporters, and 
fans hoping to see celebrities. Within minutes, I dis- 
covered that a select group of non-celebrities was also 
attending the screening. These people had the good 
fortune of winning passes from a local radio station. 
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They were picking up their passes from the box office 
and entering the theater through a side door. At this 
door were two employees, one at each side of the 
doorway. I noticed that neither of the employees were 
counting the tickets when the groups approached 
them. I waited for the moment when both employees 
were busy, then I squeezed past the groups and en- 
tered the theater. One of the employees saw me. I 
looked at him and mouthed the words, "I'm with 
them," and pointed to the group with the other ticket 
taker. The employee smiled and said, "Oh, okay," and 
turned to rip more tickets. Getting into that premier 
was definitely one of the high points of my sneaking- 
in career. 
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My, 
i" Maiti 


RECAP OF STEPS TOA 
SUCCESSFUL SNEAK-IN 


Check the local newspaper movie listings for the 
theater that is playing the greatest number of 
movies you would like to see. 

Call the theater and double check the start times. 
Call the "for more information" number to find out 
the running times. 

Make a schedule. 

Arrive at the theater and use one of the sneaking- 
in methods or a variation to get inside. 

Remember, the bathroom is the safest place to be. 
Always use it to your advantage. 


. Metamorphosis. A little change will turn you into 


a whole new person. 

Blend in with the crowds that are heading to the 
auditorium that is showing the movie you came to 
see. 
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9. Find a prop, such as popcorn, a drink, or any free 
reading material (Movie Facts, Preview, etc.), to 
create the impression that you have just arrived 
at the theater. 

10. Enter the auditorium that is playing the first 
movie on your list. Find a seat and eat, read or 
pretend to be asleep. 

11. When the lights go down, relax and enjoy the 
movie. 

12. When the movie ends, exit one of the back doors, 
or watch the credits and repeat steps 6 through 
11. 


Los Angeles, California 


Degree of Difficulty: 5 ~***~* (Main Auditorium) 
2 ** (Side Auditoriums) 


The most famous theater in the world. You might assume that 
because of the theater's popularity it would be the most difficult 
to sneak into, but its not. There are three auditoriums at this 
theater. The main auditorium, the one by the celebrity footprints, 
is the most difficult to sneak into. The other two are simple. Ap- 
proach the ticket taker at the entrance of the two side auditoriums 
and tell him the employee at the other door said you could use 
the bathroom. There actually is a way to get from this side to the 
main auditorium. When you enter took to your left; there will be a 
staircase that leads to a door. On the other side of this door is 
the lobby to the main auditorium, it's tough to get through it with- 
out an employee noticing. But, if you see a chance and no one is 
looking, then it's worth a try. 


How To Sneak In With More Than One Person 


39 


Ue 


ee ae 


Lane Wg 


“ah 


HOW TO SNEAK IN WITH 
MORE THAN ONE PERSON 


There are many ways to sneak in with more than 
one person. Some of the most successful ways are 
done by combining one or more of the "Sneaking In" 
methods. The more the methods are combined, the 
greater the amount of people you will be able to 
sneak in. 

One of the most important things to remember 
when sneaking in with others is to avoid overusing 
any one method. For instance, if one person sneaks in 
using the "Desperate Emergency Approach," then an- 
other should use "In Thru The Out Door." Too many 
people approaching a ticket taker within minutes of 
each other with desperate emergencies will seem a 
little bit suspicious, and the ticket taker may stop 
letting people in. So try new ideas and take chances; 
you never know what might actually work. One last 
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note — when sneaking in with others, always live by 
this rule: 


"Whoever gets in, stays in." 


If two or more people sneak in successfully, then 
those people deserve to stay and watch a movie. Eve- 
ryone else should pay for a ticket or go to the mall. 

The following are examples of the most commonly 
used methods for sneaking in more than one person. 
Try them or use parts of each to invent new methods 
of your own. Remember, creativity is the key to 
sneaking in successfully. 


The Community Ticket 


The community ticket is the one ticket that every- 
one in the group pitches in money to buy. Of course, 
the amount each person contributes will be consid- 
erably less depending upon the number of people in 
the group and the time of day the ticket is purchased. 
Now, the first thing the group must do is choose 
someone to buy the ticket. The person chosen should 
be the one who is most familiar with the theater and 
can blend in with the crowds the best. While that 
person is buying the ticket, the rest of the group will 
proceed to the predetermined exit doors and wait for 
them to be opened. Remember, no more than two 
people should ever stand next to an exit at one time. 
More than two people will: 


1. attract unwanted attention to the group 
2. slow down the entrance of the group after the 
doors have been opened. 


Those are the two main reasons groups are caught 
when trying to sneak in. Many times, the entire 
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group will wait at one door instead of separating to 
the many other exit doors. The problem with that is 
that large groups are extremely noticeable. Usually 
someone on his way to pay for a ticket will notice the 
group and inform an employee. The employee will 
then go to that door and open it. The group waiting 
outside will assume that the door is being opened by 
the person with the ticket and rush to enter the thea- 
ter. As they enter, the employee stops them and all 
plans are ruined. 

If things are going as planned, the person with the 
ticket will enter the theater and go directly to the 
auditorium that is showing the movie the group came 
to see. After a few minutes pass, that person will 
leave the auditorium and walk toward the exit doors. 
When he is certain that there are no employees in 
sight, he will push open the doors and walk back to 
the auditorium. The group waiting outside will quickly 
enter the theater and head into the first dark audito- 
rium they see. Entering a dark auditorium will offer 
many advantages, such as: 


1. It will be easier to blend in and pass some time 
without being noticed. 

2. It will be nearly impossible for an employee to lo- 
cate anyone while the auditorium is dark. 

3. The movie playing may have begun only a few 
minutes before. If you find that leaving the audi- 
torium will only result in being caught, remain 
seated and watch the movie. Hopefully it will be 
something you would like to see. 


Once inside the dark auditorium, immediately find 
seats, preferably away from each other, relax and 
watch the movie showing. One common mistake peo- 
ple make is to continuously move around inside the 
auditorium. Remember, if a movie is already in prog- 
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ress, the people watching the film will be settled in 
their seats and involved in the plot. There is always 
the chance that an employee has caught a glimpse of 
the group rushing into the dark auditorium. If so, the 
employee will walk into the auditorium in an attempt 
to find them. The employee will stand at the back of 
the auditorium for a few minutes, looking for any 
clues to the whereabouts of the group. If the group is 
settled in their seats, it will be extremely difficult for 
an employee to find them. 

Five or ten minutes will pass before the employee 
will decide to walk out. The group should never leave 
the dark auditorium immediately after the employee 
has left. The employee may be trying to pull an 
"Employee Trick." Instead of standing at the back of 
the auditorium, he will wait outside of it and catch 
the group as they walk out. When the employee 
leaves the auditorium, remain seated for a few min- 
utes. After some time has passed, one person from the 
group will leave the auditorium and proceed directly 
into the bathroom. In the bathroom the necessary 
changes will take place, then he will blend in with 
the crowds and walk to the auditorium where the 
person with the ticket is waiting. A few minutes later 
the next person will do the same. The group should 
never exit the dark auditorium together for several 
reasons: 


1. It's easier to blend in with the crowds by yourself. 

2. If an employee did see the group sneak in, he will 
be looking for a group, not an individual. 

3. If the first person that leaves the auditorium is 
stopped by an employee, the second person will be 
able to walk past without being noticed and in- 
form the person with the ticket what has hap- 
pened. 
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When everyone in the group is finally together in 
the same auditorium, it is always a good idea to find 
seats away from each other until the lights go down. 
This will only be necessary if there are very few peo- 
ple in the auditorium. Sitting away from each other is 
a safety precaution in case anyone in the group has 
been followed by an employee; this way the rest of 
the group will still be safe. If the auditorium is 
packed, the group could join together, find seats, and 
enjoy the movie. 


Chicago, Illinois 
Degree of Difficulty: 2 ** 


This theater has four auditoriums located on the ground 
level and one upstairs by the bathrooms. All sneaking-in meth- 
ods work here. Plus, since the bathrooms are on the second 
level, your chances of success are greatly increased. Many 
times this theater will show the same movie on more than one 
screen. This will limit your choice of movies, but other than that 
it's a cool theater. 


Instead of buying a community ticket, someone in 
the group could use the "Desperate Emergency Ap- 
proach" to get in and still successfully sneak in oth- 
ers. But actually having a ticket stub will always in- 
crease the group's confidence and offer a bit of secu- 
rity once they are inside the theater. If a member of 
the group has to leave the auditorium for any reason, 
the ticket stub will be handed to that person just in 
case an employee happens to approach him. 

When using the "Community Ticket" method, quite 
often the only person who will be able to make it into 
the theater will be the person with the ticket. That 
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person should always wait in the auditorium until the 
movie begins. If no one from the group has joined 
him, he should then leave the auditorium and refund 
the ticket. The person with the ticket should never 
stay and watch the movie if the rest of the group was 
unable to sneak in, unless he really wants to tick the 
groupoff. 

There is only one additional thing to be aware of 
when opening exit doors. It is a little-known fact that 
many theaters have alarm systems connected to the 
doors. Each time an exit door is opened, the alarm 
system will be activated. Usually the system is lo- 
cated in an area where a majority of the employees 
work or pass by on a regular basis, such as the con- 
cession stand. Some alarm systems will be box-shaped 
and exhibit many numbered lights, each one repre- 
senting a different door. Every time a door is opened, 
the corresponding light will come on, accompanied by 
a loud ringing noise. When that happens, the em- 
ployee nearest the alarm will check to see which door 
has been opened. 

Many times, if the alarm is activated within min- 
utes of a movie's ending time, the employee will as- 
sume that people are beginning to leave the theater 
and will not rush to check on it. But if the alarm goes 
off when nothing is near an ending time, an employee 
will immediately be sent to check on the door. This is 
the reason why it is so important to have two people 
at the most waiting at each door. The goal is to get 
the group inside the theater and into a dark audito- 
rium before any employees are sent to check on the 
door. Two people can enter the theater more quickly 
than a large group. It's these small challenges that 
make sneaking in worth it. 
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"The Ticket Stub Hand-Off' is a good method to 
use when sneaking in with only one other person. Of 
course, it may be combined with other methods to 
sneak in a greater amount of people, but to achieve 
the greatest success it is best with only one person. 
This method is most effective when there are two 
ticket takers and both are constantly busy. It is 
slightly more challenging when there is only one 
ticket taker, but it can still be done. 

First, like the "Community Ticket" method, each 
person will pitch in money to buy a ticket. One per- 
son will then buy the ticket and enter the theater. 
The other person will wait at the car or anywhere 
that is beyond employee viewing distance. The first 
person will enter the theater and give the ticket to 
the ticket taker to rip it. When the stub is returned, 
he will put it in his pocket, get a good look at the 
ticket takers, and walk in looking for the auditorium 
showing the movie for which the ticket was bought. 
After about five or ten minutes, that person will leave 
the auditorium, return to the same ticket taker and 
say, "Listen, I have to run to my car for a second. I 
seem to have misplaced my stub. I just want to be 
sure I can get back in. I'll be right back." When the 
ticket taker gives the "okay," the person with the stub 
will leave the theater and proceed directly to the lo- 
cation where the other person is waiting. At this point 
the "Ticket Stub Hand-Off takes place. The ticket 
stub will now be handed off to the person waiting, 
along with a brief description of the ticket takers and 
advice on which one to avoid. 

This method is most successful when each person 
approaches a different ticket taker when entering the 
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theater. The person who originally had the ticket stub 
will now walk back to the same ticket taker that let 
him leave, and reenter the theater. When the other 
person notices a large crowd beginning to form around 
the employees, he should enter the theater, approach 
the other ticket taker and say, "I was already in. I 
just had to run to my car for a second." 

The ticket taker will look at the stub, notice that 
it is for a movie that is starting soon, and let the per- 
son inside. That person will then walk to the audito- 
rium and find a seat. Once again, it is best not to sit 
together until the lights go down. There's always the 
chance that one of the ticket takers may walk 
through the auditorium, see the two of you together, 
realize what has happened and put an end to your 
plans. When the lights go down, join together, and 
relax. 


Los Angeles, California 
Degree of Difficulty; 5 ~***~* 


Quite possibly the toughest theater in Los Angeles to sneak 
into: The box office is on the ground level of a mall. To enter the 
theater you must take the escalators which lead directly to the 
ticket takers. There are almost always more than one empbyee 
taking tickets. Plus, there are more employees near the front who 
are checking in the people with "advance tickef credit card or- 
ders. Another problem is that there is almost always an employee 
checking ticket stubs in front of each different auditorium. This 
theater is a true challenge. 
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HOW TO SNEAK IN WITH 
A DATE WITHOUT HER 
THINKING YOU'RE CHEAP 


As the title suggests, this is a strictly "Guys Only" 
chapter. So, if you are female, kindly skip over this 
chapter and begin reading "What Happens And What 
To Do When Caught." Thank you. 

When planning to sneak in with a date, you must 
remember two important things: 


1. Women hate cheap guys. You can never let a 
woman think you're cheap, even though you are. 

2. Women love guys who live on the edge. Guys who 
are adventurous. Guys who don't follow society's 
rules. Rebels. 


In order to avoid looking cheap you must always 
remember one thing: the idea of sneaking into the 
movies must come from her. You, the guy, can never 
suggest sneaking in. You can put the idea into her 
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head, but you can never say, "Hey, let's sneak into a 
movie tonight." How to go about putting the idea into 
her head and having her suggest sneaking in will de- 
pend primarily upon how smoothly you handle the 
situation. The following is an example of how to get 
her to suggest the idea. Of course, the conversation 
will not go exactly like this, but this example will 
give you a general idea of what should happen. 

The evening will probably begin with you and your 
date (or girlfriend) sitting around trying to find some- 
thing to do. Eventually the idea of going to the mov- 
ies will be brought up. You will both start looking 
through the movie listings, discussing the movies you 
would like to see. You notice that many of the movies 
that have been mentioned are playing at a theater 
that is easy to sneak into. You then say, "Wow, most 
of the movies we want to see are playing at the Es- 
quire. I haven't seen a movie there since I sneaked in 
and saw..." 

This will be the first and only time you ever bring 
up the idea of sneaking in. The rest will depend on 
her. If she has any interest in what you just said, her 
response should be, "What do you mean, since you 
‘sneaked in' there?" 

If she shows no interest in what you have said, 
then the chances are implanting the idea of sneaking 
in into her head is going to be considerably more dif- 
ficult. Let's suppose her response was positive. You 
then tell her, "Oh, that theater is easy to sneak into. 
I do it all the time." When you say this, be sure to 
act a little overconfident and cocky. Women love that. 
She will find you and the idea of sneaking in a bit 
more interesting. She may then say, "But how do you 
get in?" 

If she says anything along those lines, you can as- 
sume that the possibility of sneaking in is beginning 
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to tempt her. Now is the crucial part. You must con- 
vince her that sneaking in is easy. If you say any- 
thing slightly negative, your whole plan will be ru- 
ined. Say something like: "It's easy. There are hun- 
dreds of ways to get inside. But the best time to do it 
is when the theater is packed." If the conversation is 
taking place on a Friday or Saturday night, follow up 
with: "Like tonight would be a perfect night to do it. 
There are going to be a lot of people there, especially 
with all these new movies opening." That should be 
all you need to say. You never want to push the idea 
of sneaking in too hard, just enough to make her se- 
riously consider it. At this point, she may say some- 
thing like, "But what happens if you're caught?" 

This is the time to wipe any remaining doubt out 
of her mind. With confidence and pride say, "I've 
never been caught sneaking into this theater. It's too 
easy to get in there." Don't say anything more. Let 
her think about it for a few minutes. After some 
thought, she will begin to see the humor in sneaking 
in. Then, with a rush of excitement, as if she just 
came up with this great idea, she will say, "Let's 
sneak into a movie tonight!" Don't get excited. Stay 
calm and say, "Well, I don't know. Do you really think 
we should try it?" If she replies with anything like, 
"Sure, why not? It's worth a try. It will be fun," then 
you know your plan has worked. Now you should say 
something like, "All right, but I can't promise we'll get 
in. I guess you're right, it is worth a try." This will 
reinforce that sneaking in was her idea and _ that 
you're only doing it because she wants to. 

After you have protected yourself from looking 
cheap, it's now time to show her that you're a guy 
who likes to live on the edge, a guy who is adventur- 
ous, a guy who lives by his own rules, a rebel. Before 
attempting to sneak in with a date, it is very impor- 
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tant that you take control of the situation. Women 
love it when guys take control. Take a few minutes 
and let her know: 


1. How you plan to sneak her in 

2. That she must stay as close to you as possible at 
all times 

3. That she must always play along with any story 
you give to an employee if a problem arises. 


This way she will know what to expect and can help 
out if needed. And, most importantly, ALWAYS STAY 
WITH YOUR DATE. Never leave her alone waiting at 
an exit door or make her do something by herself. Do 
everything as a couple. This will impress her. 


HOLLYWOOD, CALIFORNIA 
Degree of Difficulty: 3 *** 


This is the nicest theater in Hollywood to sneak into. On week- 
ends, there is always a crowd. The best method to use is the "In 
Thru The Out Door," Once you have made It inside, walk directly 
up the stairs to the bathroom near the balcony. Then, Wend in with 
the crowds and find a seat in the balcony area. The theater is so 
big that once you're inside the chances of being caught are slim. If 
you plan to sneak in with a date, this is a nice theater to choose. 


The best method to use when sneaking in with a 
date is "In Thru The Out Door." Only this time, in- 
stead of sneaking in using the back doors, the best 
doors to use will be the ones in the front of the thea- 
ter. Wait until a movie has ended and people are be- 
ginning to exit the theater. When you notice that the 
employees are busy, you and your date should push 
your way though the crowd and enter the theater. 
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Once inside, go directly to the concession stand and 
wait in line. Nothing looks more natural at a movie 
theater than a couple waiting in line to buy refresh- 
ments. And after all, since you didn't pay for her 
ticket, you should at least buy her something to eat. 

After you have bought her something to eat, enter 
the auditorium showing the movie you came to see, 
find a seat and relax. If the employees are still clean- 
ing the auditorium, just hang out in the lobby with 
the other couples. The theater employees will never 
question a couple waiting around the lobby with some 
popcorn. If an employee does see you and your date 
entering through the exit doors, just say "She left her 
purse inside. We just came out of (name a movie that 
just ended)." Since the majority of theater employees 
are guys, they know never to challenge a woman 
when she says she has lost something. So enter the 
theater, blend in with the crowds, and go to the audi- 
torium showing the movie you came to see. 

Don't feel bad if you and your date are caught and 
escorted out of the theater. Remember, it was her 
idea to try sneaking in in the first place. But if you 
do sneak in successfully, LOOK OUT. Women love to 
sneak in and will quickly become hooked on it. It will 
become an obsession, almost like a drug. They will 
beg to do it all the time and will become angry when 
you tell them it's not a good time or you're not in the 
mood. Be Warned! 
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WHAT HAPPENS AND 
WHAT TO DO WHEN CAUGHT 


The fear of being caught is the Number One rea- 
son most people never try sneaking into the movies. 
People imagine that they will be arrested, thrown in 
jail, and stuck with a criminal record for the rest of 
their lives. However, according to one Los Angeles 
police officer: "Sneaking into the movies is against the 
law and is a form of trespassing, but no one is going 
to go to jail for it." So, with that in mind, the fear of 
sneaking in should be eliminated and it's up to you to 
take the chance. 

If a person is caught, usually the worst thing that 
will happen is that he will be escorted out of the 
theater by an employee. Occasionally a policeman or 
security guard will be called in to handle the situa- 
tion. But that will usually only happen if the person 
caught becomes rude, loud, or obnoxious. If you are 
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caught, it is very important never to put up a fight. 
Putting up a fight or arguing with an employee could: 


1. Bring unwanted attention to yourself. Remember, 
the key to sneaking in is to keep a low profile. 

2. Create a bad situation that could get you in seri- 
ous trouble. 

3. Make it easier for the employees to remember you 
and decrease any chances of sneaking into that 
theater in the future. 


The risk of being caught, that element of danger, 
is what makes sneaking in successfully such a thrill. 
Never feel bad about being caught; it's all part of the 
game. Always leave with your self-respect and confi- 
dence intact, knowing that the next time you attempt 
sneaking in at this theater they won't catch you. 
There's nothing better than sneaking into a theater at 
which you have previously been caught. 


Los Angeles, California 
Degree of Difficulty: 4 zxx*x* 


This theater is not even worth your time. Not because it’s dif- 
ficult, but because you are forced to spend money before you 
even arrive at the theater. This theater is located at one end of 
an outdoor mall. To reach the mall, you must pay to park your car 
in one of the parking structures. The price is always subject to 
change, but will be no less than six dollars. The best way to 
avoid the parking fee is to park your car elsewhere and walk up 
the hill to the mail. if you do go to see a movie there, “Pay For 
One, Stay For More” works fine. But it’s always — to go some- 
where else and sneak in without PeyIND: 


The following is an example of what happens and 
what you should do if you're caught: 
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You have already used one of the sneaking-in 
methods to get into the theater and are now sitting in 
an auditorium pretending to be asleep. You begin 
sensing that there are people approaching your seat. 
Suddenly, you feel a tap on your shoulder and hear 
someone say, "Excuse me, sir?" 

Slowly open your eyes. Remember, you're "in the 


moment" — someone is rudely waking you from a 
sleep. Sometimes, the person that is waking you may 
just be someone wanting to get past you into the 
aisle, but most of the time it will be an employee. If 
it is an employee, stay calm and find out what he 
wants. There is always the chance that you may not 
be caught. Now, turn to the employees standing in 
front of you and get a good look at them. This is the 
only time you will actually look at them face to face. 
There will usually be two or more employees standing 
in front of you. When it comes to throwing people out, 
theater employees will always travel in groups. The 
reason: theater employees are wimps. What probably 
happened was that one employee saw you sneak in. 
He then became nervous and went and told some 
other employees what he saw. Those employees then 
pretended to be tough, and said, "Let's go throw that 
guy out!" 

So now you have these wimpy theater employees 
standing in front of you (pretending to be tough, hop- 
ing some girls will notice), with the intent to "throw 
you out." The ironic thing about this whole situation 
is that you are still in control. Quite often, only one 
employee actually saw you sneak in; the rest are tak- 
ing his word for it. The employees realize that the 
only way to prove that someone has sneaked in is to 
find out if they have a ticket stub. So until they prove 
you don't have one, you're still in control. One of the 
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employees will then say, "Excuse me, sir, but could 
we please see your ticket stub?" 

Don't forget, you're "in the moment." You just 
woke up and are still a bit confused. Say something 
like, "My ticket stub?" then begin to go through your 
pockets slowly. The more slowly you look for the 
ticket stub, the more it will seem like you really 
might have one. This will make the employee who 
saw you sneak in a little nervous. To his relief, you 
finally give up the search and say, "Oh, man, I can't 
seem to find it." 

Always try to keep your voice soft and mellow. 
You don't want to attract the attention of the other 
people in the auditorium. At this point, the employees 
know you have sneaked in, and you know they know. 
The "toughest" employee will say, "I'm sorry, sir, but 
I'm going to have to ask you to leave the theater." 

Now casually begin gathering up your things. 
When you're ready to leave, stand up and start walk- 
ing towards the exit doors inside the auditorium. Al- 
ways try to avoid being escorted out the front doors of 
the theater. Your goal is to exit the theater quickly 
and with very few people (other employees, people 
who paid for a ticket) noticing. If the employees do 
escort you towards the front doors, walk a few steps 
ahead of them. This way it will appear that you're 
leaving the theater on your own. 

Always remember to wait a few weeks before re- 
turning to a theater at which you have been caught. 
That should be plenty of time for the employees to 
forget about you. There are thousands of movie thea- 
ters; if you're caught at one, go and try at another. 

Its best to go where there are many theaters 
within walking distance of each other, such as on 
Hollywood Boulevard. For example, if you are caught 
at one theater, just walk across the street to another 
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and try to sneak in there. If that fails, try the next 
one. If you keep trying, there's no reason you 
shouldn't be able to sneak into a movie by the end of 
the night. But, if you find that you're continuously 
being caught, maybe it's time to give up sneaking-in 
altogether and just stick with the many other ways to 
beat the high cost of movie tickets. 
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OTHER WAYS TO BEAT 
THE HIGH COST 
OF MOVIE TICKETS 


Matinees And Twilight Screenings 


Since the majority of people go to the movies at 
night, most theaters offer special discounted tickets 
during the slow hours of the day and try to bring in 
more business. The most common discounted ticket is 
the matinee. Matinees are usually the first showing of 
the day, and the cost of the ticket is approximately 
one-third off the regular admission price. Some thea- 
ters will offer the matinee ticket price for any show- 
ing that begins before six p.m. 

Other theaters, instead of extending the matinee 
price until six, will have an additional discounted 
showing called a "Twilight Screening." The twilight 
screening is usually one dollar cheaper than the 
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matinee and is offered for any movie that begins be- 
tween four and six p.m. Each film playing at the 
theater will have one screening during that time. So, 
if you are actually going to pay for a ticket, going to 
the movies during either of these screening times will 
be your best bet. 


Advantages 

There are many advantages to the matinee and 
twilight screenings. The greatest advantage, of course, 
is that you don't pay full price. You will see first-run 
movies in a nice theater and pay a reasonable price. 

If you attend a matinee or twilight screening on a 
weekday, you will notice that the theater is not very 
crowded. That alone has many advantages, such as: 


1. You will not have to wait in lines at the box office 
or the concession stand 

2. You will always be able to find a good seat 

3. You may possibly be the only person in the audi- 
torium. 


There's nothing better than going to the movies 
with a group of friends and discovering you have the 
entire auditorium to yourselves; it will feel like you're 
at someone's house watching a movie on a big screen 
in their living room. This is the only time when you 
can be as loud as you want in a theater without peo- 
ple complaining. Remember, the louder you get, the 
more fun you have. 

Another advantage to the matinee and twilight 
screenings is that the films end early in the day. 
This will offer you the opportunity to use the "Pay 
For One, Stay For More" method to sneak into more 
movies. But, if you choose not to stay, you have at 
least seen one movie at a discounted price. Plus, it's a 
great feeling to leave a theater when the sun is still 
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out. Quite often, your mood for the rest of the day 
will be determined by the movie experience. 


Chicaoo, Illinois 


Degree of Difficulty: 5 (Section in mall) ****~* 
4 (Section outside mall) ***~* 


This is the most difficult theater in Chicago to sneak into. The 
theater is divided into two sections. One is located inside the mall on 
the second floor; the other is outside the mall at ground level. To my 
knowledge, there is no way to sneak from one level to the next. The 
entrance to the section inside the mall is small. The box office is lo- 
cated between two sets of doors. The ticket taker is always stationed 
at one of these doorways, but the other one will only be used when 
people exit the theater. When a movie ends and people begin to 
leave, another employee will be sent to guard those doors. The sec- 
tion outside the mall is slightly easier to sneak into, but the lobby is 
about as far as you will get. The auditoriums are lined up next to 
each other and roped off so that the only way to enter any auditorium 
is to pass an employee who will be checking all ticket stubs before 
letting anyone in. There are many theaters within walking distance of 
each other in Chicago. The best advice is to go somewhere else to 


Disadvantages 

Even though matinees and twilight screenings are 
great, they both have a few disadvantages. The main 
disadvantage is that some theaters offer only the first 
showing of the day at the matinee price. Quite often, 
the only showing is between twelve and two o'clock in 
the afternoon. With a showing so early, many people 
are unable to take advantage of this low ticket price 
because they are stuck in school or work. There are a 
few theaters that will schedule their matinee showing 
as early as ten or eleven in the morning and not offer 
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any other discounted tickets throughout the day. Al- 
ways try to avoid going to these theaters, unless 
you're planning on sneaking in. 

The main disadvantage of twilight screenings is 
that they are very popular. There are many reasons 
for their popularity: 


1. The ticket price is the lowest of the day. 

2. The screenings are later in the afternoon which 
makes it easier for more people to attend. 

3. There is only one showing of each movie during 
the twilight hours. 


During the weekdays the crowds are not a prob- 
lem, but on the weekends these screenings sell out 
quickly. So be aware that on an opening weekend of 
an eagerly awaited film, lines for this screening will 
begin to form early. The best way to avoid waiting in 
lines and worrying that the movie is going to sell out 
is to buy your ticket in advance. When you do this, be 
sure to tell the box office that you want a twilight- 
screening ticket. This way you won't accidentally be 
charged the matinee price. 

Of course, after you have purchased the ticket, you 
can use it at any time or even on another day. Most 
of the time the ticket takers never check the time or 
date on the ticket before they rip it. If the ticket has 
a big M or T on it, use it only for a matinee or twi- 
light screening. If you try using it at night, tell the 
ticket taker that your car wouldn't start or that you 
were stuck in traffic and couldn't make it to the thea- 
ter on time. 
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Second-Run Theaters 
(Dollar Houses) 


Second-run theaters, better known as _ dollar 
houses, are quite often the last opportunity for you to 
see a semi-current release at a theater. After a movie 
has lost first-run appeal, either because everyone has 
seen it or because it was so bad that no one wants to 
see it, the second-run theaters will acquire it. This 
way the studios still can make a little money at the 
box office before the film is released on video. You can 
usually find the second-run theaters under the head- 
ing "Independent Theaters" in the movie listings sec- 
tion of your local newspaper. 


Advantages 

The main advantage to seeing a movie at a sec- 
ond-run theater is the ticket price. The price will vary 
at the different theaters, but it will always be under 
three-fifty. Unlike the first-run theaters, which only 
offer matinee and twilight screenings at a discounted 
price, the second-run theaters’ ticket price will remain 
the same for any showing at any time of the day. 
Some dollar houses also offer a matinee ticket price 
which can be as low as a dollar. You can't beat that. 

Another advantage is that most of the dollar 
houses show double features, so you can see two 
movies and still pay only one low price. Many dollar 
houses are also multi-plexes, which offer a wide vari- 
ety of movies to choose from. With so many movies 
available, it's easy to create your own double feature. 
Most of the employees that work at dollar houses 
seem unconcerned about people's sneaking around to 
the different movies. Even so, it's still a good idea to 
sneak around carefully. Every so often you may en- 
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counter an employee on a power trip, but for the most 
part the employees are laid back and will let you get 
away with it. 

One thing that you will notice at dollar houses is 
that their concession stand will have the best selec- 
tion of candy. Not that this is a major advantage, it's 
just something cool. Since the theater is not making 
much money at the box office, the majority of their 
income will be generated from the concession stand. 
The bigger the selection, the more people will buy. 


Los Angeles, California 
Degree of Difficulty: 4 (Sneaking in without paying) * **~* 
2 (Pay for one, Stay for more) ** 


This theater is located on the second floor of a plaza. The esca- 
lators in the front lead directly to the box office. The best method to 
use is the "Pay For One, Stay For More * Once inside the theater, 
i's easy to proceed from one movie to the next. The chances of an 
employee noticing you trying to sneak in using one of the other 
methods are very great, so it's almost not worth the effort. I! 


Disadvantages 

Dollar houses are great, but there are a few things 
to be aware of if you choose to see movies at them. 
The first is the atmosphere. Many of the second-run 
theaters were old movie palaces or neighborhood thea- 
ters at one time. When the first-run multi-plex thea- 
ters began to open near the malls, the neighborhood 
theaters couldn't compete. So they either closed down 
or started showing second-run movies. Since the own- 
ers charge such low ticket prices, there is less money 
available to spend on the maintenance of the theater. 
As a result, the inside of some theaters are beginning 
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to deteriorate. Some obvious forms of deterioration 
you may encounter are: 


1. A seat or a row of seats may be in need of repair 

2. Paint may be peeling or light fixtures may be 
hanging off the wall 

3. The floors may need a good cleaning. 


Of course, there are some very nice dollar houses. 
The really nice dollar houses are the ones that have 
been completely remodeled specifically for the purpose 
of showing second-run films. Many times, a theater 
that had only one big auditorium will be converted 
into a number of smaller auditoriums. Some of the 
auditoriums will be tiny and may give you the feeling 
that you're watching a movie in a box. But the at- 
mosphere is clean and the price is right. 

If the theater has not been remodeled, you may 
still be able to note some of the old splendor the 
movie palace once possessed and imagine what a 
great theater it could be again if only some time and 
money were invested in taking care of it. It sucks 
when an old theater is demolished; it's like ripping 
apart history and destroying the past to make room 
for another parking lot. 

Another thing to be aware of is the type of people 
who go to the dollar houses. The audience will vary 
according to the location of the theater. If the theater 
is in a college town, most of the people who attend 
will be students and locals. If the theater is in a big 
city, a wide range of different types of people will of- 
ten use these theaters as a cheap way of getting out 
of the cold. They usually find a seat in the back and 
try to catch up on sleep. If you sit far enough away, 
you won't even know they are there. After you have 
avoided the homeless, the only problem you may en- 
counter will be the loud obnoxious people who talk all 
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through the movie. For some reason, people think 
that just because the ticket was so inexpensive, they 
now have the right to talk all through the film. It's 
always best to find an aisle seat so you can easily 
move when they won't shut up. 


Preduction Screenings 


A production screening is the showing of a new 
film to a select target audience before it is released to 
the general public. The film is presented as a "work 
in progress;" the studios use these screenings as a 
way of finding out audience reactions before the film 
is completed. After the film has ended, the audience 
is asked to fill out a questionnaire. A few examples of 
the questions are: 

1. What scenes did or didn't you like? 

2. What do you think about the different characters 
and the actors’ performance? 

3. How would you rate the overall story and plot? 

4. Would you recommend this movie to a friend? 

The studio will review the questionnaires and note 
some of the common responses. Then, according to 
popular opinion, they will make the appropriate 
changes. 

e only way to attend a production screening is 
to have a pass. Passes are easy to obtain. The best 
place to get a pass is at any popular first-run theater. 
Usually, a production screening "recruiter" will be 
standing in front of the theater, asking people if they 
would like to see a free movie. Approach that person 
and tell him you would like to go. Before giving you 
the pass he will ask your age, your occupation, and 
whether or not you have been to a_ production 
screening within the past three months. The recruiter 
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is required to ask these questions to insure that you 
qualify for the target market of the movie and that 
you do not work for the entertainment business. Peo- 
ple who work in the entertainment business are pro- 
hibited from attending these screenings. There are 
many explanations for this and according to one mar- 
ket research department, "We're not allowed to dis- 


cuss the reasons — they just can't go." So, when they 
ask those questions, give a fake name, say you're a 
waiter, and tell them you have never been to a 
screening. It's possible to see two or more screenings 
per week. 


Advantages 


There are many advantages to production screen- 
ings. One major advantage is that the movie is free. 
If it turns out to be a bad movie, so what? It was 
free. Everything is better when it's free, even movies 
that suck. However, if the movie is great, then you 
have just previewed an eagerly-awaited film months 
before it will be released to the general public. Plus, 
you have seen a version of the film that may or may 
not be the same that the public will see when it is 
released. 

Another advantage is that these screenings are 
probably the only time when you can give your opin- 
ion about a movie and the studios will listen. If many 
people feel the same way as you do about a particular 
character or scene, the studios will make the changes. 
Many endings of films have been changed due to the 
audience responses at those screenings. 

The greatest advantage to these screenings is the 
chance that you may be paid. Many times a discus- 
sion group of about twenty people will be held after 
the screening. These twenty people are selected while 
waiting in line before the movie begins. The chances 
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of being chosen are slim. The best way to be sure you 
will be part of that group is to find the member of 
the marketing research company who is carrying a 
clipboard and is talking to only a few people waiting 
in line. Politely call the person over and ask if he is 
picking people to be part of the discussion group. If 
he says he is, ask if you can be part of it. Usually 
they will include you. 

After the movie has ended and everyone has left, 
the twenty people who have been selected will be 
asked to sit in the front two rows. Then someone will 
begin asking the group their opinions about the 
movie. Many times the producers or directors will be 
sitting in the back, listening to the discussion. Ten 
minutes later the discussion group will end and each 
person in the group will be paid approximately ten 
dollars. Even if you don't say anything, you will still 
be paid. There's nothing better than being paid to see 
a movie. 


Disadvantages 

When attending a production screening, there are 
a few things you should keep in mind. The first is 
that the film is a "work in progress." It's a rough cut, 
quickly edited together to give the studio an idea of 
how an audience may react and whether the movie 
has the potential to make money. Before the movie 
begins, someone from the market research department 
will remind the audience that the film is a "work in 
progress" and to be aware that: 


. Black lines or scratches may appear on the film. 
The credits and titles may be omitted. 

A scene or shot may be missing. 

Some scenes may have color problems 

Some of the special effects may not be added. 
All the music is temporary. 


DAAWN 
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These are just a few of the problems the film may 
have. Now you can understand why it's free. 

Another disadvantage is that seating is never 
guaranteed; it is on a first-come, first-served basis. 
Hundreds of these passes are handed out each day. 
So in order to be sure that you will get a seat, you 
must arrive at the theater or studio (wherever the 
screening is taking place) about forty-five minutes to 
an hour earlier than the time printed on the pass. 
Even that early, there will be people already lining 
up. Then you will have to wait over an hour before 
they start to let people inside. The wait seems long, 
but it's the only way to be sure to get a seat. Always 
keep in mind: it's free. 


Renting A Video 


Because the price of movie tickets continually in- 
creases, many people are choosing to remain in the 
comfort of their own homes renting videos instead. 
Renting a video is a great way to beat the high cost 
of movie tickets. Most neighborhood video stores 
charge under two dollars for a one-night rental, which 
is a good deal. Some of the larger video chains will 
charge over three dollars but will rent you the movie 
for two nights. Usually, the movies are watched the 
same night they are rented, then returned the next 
day. So people end up paying more for nothing. Only 
rent from the larger chains after you have first 
checked the neighborhood video stores for the movie 
you want to see or the hard-to-find films. 


Advantages 

Renting a video has many advantages. The first is 
the price. If you split the rental fee with a few 
friends, renting can be a fun, inexpensive way to 
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spend an evening. Plus, with the money you save, you 
can buy pizza and beer. 

Another advantage is that you can enjoy the 
movie in the comfort of your own home, at your con- 
venience. You don't have to worry about getting to 
the theater on time or trying to find a parking space. 
With a video, you can rewind scenes you like and 
watch them again, pause the tape when you get hun- 
ery, or watch half the movie and save the rest for 
later. These options will usually become necessities 
when you rent a video with your girlfriend or date. 
It's a proven fact that it is nearly impossible to watch 
a whole video with a date without having to stop it at 
least once. Any time the plot begins to slow down and 
become boring, the touchy-feely games will start and 
the movie will be stopped. Most of the time the video 
will be returned without ever being completely 
watched. 

Finally, you won't have to deal with the long lines 
at the concession stand and be overcharged for your 
food. For the price of some popcorn, a drink and 
candy, you can stay home and order Chinese food or a 
pizza. 


Disadvantages 

The biggest disadvantage to renting a video is that 
you lose the "movie experience." All films, except for 
the made-for-TV or direct-to-video movies, are meant 
to be seen on a big screen in a theater. The studios 
spend millions of dollars on different effects (lighting, 
sound, etc.) to create a true movie experience. When 
the movies are transferred to video, many of these 
effects are lost. The small-screen stereo sound of a 
television cannot compare to the big-screen digital 
Dolby surround-sound of a theater. 
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When some movies are transferred to video, the 
format of the film is completely changed to fit onto a 
television screen. This is most noticeable when a film 
was originally made in Cinemascope. Cinemascope is 
a wide-screen format; when that is transferred to 
video the results are usually disastrous. The two moat 
common ways to transfer Cinemascope to video are: 


1. Squeezing the picture together to fit onto the 
screen. This will cause the whole image to look 
thin and stretched out, or 

2. Chopping off the ends of the picture. This is ex- 
tremely noticeable when you can only see half of 
the person's face on the screen. 

Once you are aware of these techniques it will be- 
come difficult to sit and enjoy a movie which has been 
transferred from Cinemascope to video. The best way 
to see Cinemascope movies on video is to rent the let- 
ter-box format. Many people dislike letter-box formats 
because of the distracting black spaces at the top and 
bottom of the screen. The black is there to help create 
the original wide-screen Cinemascope effect. Even 
though the whole picture does appear on the screen, 
it still can never compare to the big screen of the 
theater. 

Another disadvantage is the hassle of going to the 
video store and searching for a movie you want to 
see. There's always the chance that the movie you 
really want to see will already be rented. Then you 
end up spending the next thirty minutes trying to 
find another movie, become frustrated, and just grab 
something you really don't want to see. But because 
you've wasted so much time at the video store, you 
feel obligated to rent something. By the time you get 
home it's late. So you decide to wait and watch it the 
next day. Then, after you finally watch it and try to 
return it, the video store is closed. So you're charged 


nn eer eters YOU WILL ALSO WANT TO READ: 


(1 40079 How To Steal Food From The Supermarket, by J. Andrew Anderson. 
a late fee and it ends u p costing you as mu ch as it Written by a supermarket security guard, this book will give your budget a boost! 


ld h f : . Learn the ins and outs of shoplifting success, including: Do-it-yourself 
would have i you paid to see the movie at a theater. markdowns; Scamming the scanner; How to dress for success; Defeating store 


Other than that, renting a video is a great way to security, And much more including the one mistake that trips up most shoplifters 
beat the high cost of movie tickets. and the one item you must bring shoplifting with you. This offer not available in 
stores. 1992, 5% x 8>/2, 63 pp, soft cover. $10.00. 
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14099 The Art & Science Of Dumpster Diving, by John Hoffman. This 
Bee oe book will show you how to get just about anything you want or need: food, 
Zion, tlinois clothing, furniture, building materials, entertainment, luxury goods, tools, toys — 

ees j absolutely free! Take a guided tour of America's back alleys where amazing 

Degree of difficulty: 1x . wealth is carelessly discarded. Hoffman will show you where to find the good 


: stuff, how to rescue it and how to use it. 1993, 8/2 x 11,152 pp, illustrated, soft 
_ Nice little small town theater. The best way to get in is: cover. $12.95. 


1. if you are female, ask to see the manager, Dave. Flirt with him. If 
he thinks you like him, he will let you in for free. [) 64129 Sell Yourself To Science, The Complete Guide to Selling Your 
2. if you are male, just say you know me and that | said he would Organs, Body Fluids, Bodily Functions and Being a Human Guinea Pig, by 
let you in. Jim Hogshire. This book shows exactly what your body is worth and how to sell 
it, in whole or in part. Your body is your business, when you sell the renewable 
resources such as blood, sperm, milk and hair. You can also arrange to sell your 
heart, lungs and other vital organs in the most unusual "going out of business" 
sale you've ever heard of. 1992, Si x 8'/2,168 pp, illustrated, soft cover. $16.95. 


Please check out our catalog ad on the next page for the very best in 
unusual and controversial books you will find anywhere. The catalog sells for 
$5. However, if you order any or all of the above titles, you will receive it free. 


LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED 
PO BOX 1197 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368 


Please send me the titles I have checked above. I have enclosed 
$ which includes $4.00 for the shipping 
and handling of 1 to 3 books, $6.00 for 4 or more. Washington residents 


please include 7.9% sales tax. 


Name 

Address. 
City 
State/Zip 


Now accepting Visa and MasterCard. 
Credit Card Orders only call 1-800-380-2230 


Going to the movies costs too much. With ticket prices 
climbing toward $10, you'd think the movies would be 
better. But Hollywood churns out one big-budget bummer 
after another. For every good film you see, you end up 
paying for two dogs. 

Dan Zamudio will show you how to beat the high cost 
of going to the movies. After a decade of ducking in the 
back door — and several years working in movie theaters 
— Dan knows just about every trick for getting in free. He 
reveals all his secrets in How to Sneak Into the Movies, 
including: 

e The four basic ways to get into movies for free. 
Believable lines you can lay on a suspicious usher. 
How to sneak in with a date without looking cheap. 
Props you can use to strengthen your ruse. 

How to sneak in a whole gang of people. 

What to do if you're caught — and what 7ofrto do. 

And many other ways to lower your movie-going 
costs. 

How to Sneak into the Movies is highlighted with 
more than a dozen true tales of sneaking in. Dan 
Zamudio shows you how to case a theater, and reveals 
the security flaws in 17 movie palaces from Los Angeles 
to Chicago. 


if you're tired of being milked ISBN 1~55950-121-9 
0000 


for box office duds, then lower the 
cost of movie-going — and your 
risk of getting stuck — by 
learning exactly How to Sneak 
Into the Movies! 


